STYLISTIC FEATURES OF LITERARY AND JOURNALISTIC TEXTS
IN ENGLISH

Qizlarxon Khabibullayeva,
Alfraganus University, 1st year Master's student in Philology

Abstract. This article examines the role of literary genres in English language
teaching and their significance in developing learners’ linguistic and cultural
competence. The study highlights how the use of various literary genres, including
poetry, drama, essays, short stories, and novels, provides learners with opportunities
to expand their vocabulary, understand complex grammatical structures, and acquire
deeper knowledge of cultural and social contexts. The article also presents a
comparative analysis of the stylistic features of literary and newspaper texts, focusing
on their communicative purposes, language choices, and expressive potential.
Literary texts are characterized by the extensive use of stylistic devices such as
metaphor, simile, symbolism, personification, rhythm, and imagery, which create
aesthetic impact and encourage readers’ emotional engagement. In contrast,
newspaper texts emphasize clarity, accuracy, conciseness, and objectivity in order to
deliver information effectively. The research demonstrates that literary genres serve
as an effective pedagogical resource in English language teaching by improving not
only language skills but also learners’ cultural awareness, critical thinking, and
communicative competence.
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The role of literary genres in language teaching is increasingly recognized
as a powerful tool for developing language learners’ linguistic and cultural
knowledge. Teaching a language through a variety of literary genres, such as
poetry, drama, essays, short stories, and novels, offers learners a broader range of
opportunities than traditional methods. By engaging with a variety of genres,

students not only expand their vocabulary and master complex grammatical



structures, but also gain an understanding of the cultural nuances and social
contexts of the target language. This

is especially important in learning English, which requires an understanding of
the tone, style, and purpose necessary for effective communication.

The use of literary genres in English language teaching creates a
multifaceted learning experience. Each genre has its own unique characteristics
and linguistic demands, and encourages students to apply language skills in a
variety of situations. For example, poetry allows students to express themselves
in creative language, enhancing their aesthetic abilities and developing their
linguistic sensitivity. Similarly, stories and novels help students learn vocabulary
and syntax in an interesting and memorable way through rich contexts. Drama,
on the other hand, helps students develop confidence in speaking by focusing on
communication and dialogue.

The main sources of stylistic analysis in English are based on numerous
studies and academic works. Scholars have studied the aesthetic aspects of
language, its lexical and syntactic features, and how it is used for its intended
audience. In particular, researchers such as Leech (1969) and Carter (2006) have
identified stylistic features to study the artistic and aesthetic potential of language.
Halliday (1973), in his work on the functional styles of language, explains how
language functions in a social context. Crystal (2003) analyzes the variability of
phonetic, morphological, and grammatical aspects of language in speech. Other
important works on the phonetic and lexical features of English include Cutler
(2001) and Brown (2005).

Language use varies significantly across genres, reflecting distinct
communicative intentions and audience expectations. Literary texts often
prioritize aesthetic and emotional engagement, employing rich stylistic devices to
evoke imagination and thought. Conversely, newspaper texts aim to convey
information with clarity and precision, adhering to journalistic standards. This
article analyzes the stylistic features that define literary and newspaper texts,
exploring how these differences impact reader engagement and interpretation.

Literary texts are characterized by their aesthetic and expressive language, crafted



to evoke emotional responses and provoke thought. The key stylistic features
include: Literary works frequently employ metaphors, similes, and
personification to enrich the narrative. For

example, Shakespeare’s line "All the world’s a stage" (As You Like It) uses
metaphor to convey the theatricality of human existence.

Authors also use symbolism to convey deeper thematic meanings. In George
Orwell’s Animal Farm, the farm serves as a symbol of political structures, layered
with meaning beyond its literal representation. Literary texts often use elaborate
sentences to convey intricate ideas or emotional depth. This stylistic choice
enhances the narrative’s richness but may require more cognitive effort from
readers. Many literary texts leave room for multiple interpretations, inviting
readers to engage actively with the text. This ambiguity fosters deeper reader
interaction and individual meaning-making. Poetic elements such as alliteration,
assonance, and rhyme are commonly used to create musicality and memorability.
These devices enhance the emotional impact and aesthetic appeal of the text.

Many literary texts leave room for multiple interpretations, inviting readers
to engage actively with the text. This ambiguity fosters deeper reader interaction
and individual meaning-making. Poetic elements such as alliteration, assonance,
and rhyme are commonly used to create musicality and memorability. These
devices enhance the emotional impact and aesthetic appeal of the text. Newspaper
texts, in contrast, are crafted for clarity, brevity, and accessibility. The primary
stylistic features include: Headlines and articles are written with linguistic
economy to deliver information quickly. For instance, a headline like “Storm
Ravages Coastal Town” conveys the core message in minimal words. Objectivity
1s a cornerstone of journalistic style, ensuring that language remains unbiased and
factual. However, opinion pieces may adopt a more persuasive tone while
maintaining a professional demeanor.

Literary and journalistic texts in English differ significantly in their stylistic
approaches. These differences are determined, first of all, by their purpose,
audience, and the method of using language tools. Literary texts mainly serve to

create aesthetic impact, create artistic images, and express the author's inner



experiences and ideas. Therefore, such texts widely use the figurative and
emotional possibilities of language. Artistic means of expression, such as
metaphor, simile, epithet, and personification, are an integral part of literary texts.
Also, literary texts clearly demonstrate the author's individual style, and the choice
of words and sentence structure can be diverse and complex. In many cases,
sentences are long, rhythmic, and rich in figurative meanings, requiring deep
observation from the reader.

Journalistic texts, on the other hand, are created mainly to provide
information, form public opinion, and express a reaction to socio-political events.
Therefore, in this type of text, accuracy, conciseness, and clarity are of primary
importance. In the journalistic style, facts, figures, arguments, and specific
information are widely used, and simple and neutral language tools are
preferred over complex artistic images. Sentences are usually short and clear;
socio-political terms, official expressions, and standard expressions typical of
the media are often found. At the same time, the author's evaluative attitude
can be felt in journalistic texts, either openly or implicitly. In conclusion, while
literary texts in English fully demonstrate the artistic and aesthetic possibilities
of the language and are aimed at making an emotional impact on
the reader, journalistic texts serve to ensure accuracy, promptness, a
nd informativeness. Both types of texts have their own stylistic features, clearly
reflecting the richness and diversity of the English language.
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